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Mackay & Airlie Beach

REGIONAL COUNCIL

Our Community is made up of many individuals, businesses and clubs who support RACQ CQ RESCUE in a number 
of ways. It is impossible to name each and every one of you for contributions which keep the helicopter in the air so 
please accept this as a personal ‘Thank you’ from the Board of Directors, Management, Staff, Crew and Patients of 
RACQ CQ RESCUE. The aero-medical and rescue service utilised by so many people on a day to day basis would not 
be available to this community without your support.

For more information relating to sponsorships, Rescue 100 Club memberships, payroll contributions or fundraising 
support for RACQ CQ RESCUE please contact Leonie Hansen or the office on 4998 5232.

RACQ CQ RESCUE 
COMMUNITY REPORT 2011

www.cqrescue.com.au



It’s hard to believe how far 
RACQ CQ Rescue has come, 
and how many people it 
has helped, since its first 
lifesaving mission to Hayman 
Island 15 years ago.

During that time the service has completed almost 
5000 missions with, no doubt, the thumping of its 
rotors a welcome sound to many who are injured in car 
crashes, lost in the bush, in danger at sea, and those 
who are seriously ill.

Our helicopter crews have saved countless lives and 
improved the outcomes of many others by getting 
patients to hospital as quickly as possible . They even 
delivered a baby girl on board while transferring her 
mother from Hamilton Island to Mackay Base Hospital 
last year.

When disaster struck much of Queensland earlier this 
year, they were quick to extend a helping hand to those 
impacted by Cyclone Yasi and Brisbane’s devastating 
floods.

While some of our crews delivered supplies to isolated 
areas and responded to medical emergencies  in 
Brisbane and Townsville, other RACQ CQ RESCUE crew 
members stayed at home to ensure those living in the 
Mackay, Whitsunday and Isaac areas retained access 
to a rescue helicopter. 

The remainder of 2011 has continued to be busy for 
RACQ CQ Rescue.

It has already responded to more than 250 missions, 
bringing the total number to almost 5000.

Of course, all this would not have been possible 
without the very generous support we have received 
from the community during the past 15 years.

We’d like to thank each and every person who has 
helped RACQ CQ Rescue over the years, either by 
organising or attending fundraisers, giving weekly 
payroll donations, or donating their time or expertise.

We are also extremely grateful to our Rescue 100 
Club members and our very important major sponsors 
including RACQ, our naming-rights sponsor for 10 of 
the past 15 years.

All of this support is greatly appreciated, particularly 
when we are faced with rising operational costs each 
year.

We have also received much support from local, state 
and federal governments and the departments within 
these agencies that work hand-in-hand with RACQ CQ 
Rescue on a daily basis. 

We extend our thanks to our hard working colleagues 
at Queensland Health, Queensland Ambulance 
Service, Queensland Police Service, Queensland Fire 
and Rescue, Volunteer Marine Rescue, the State 
Emergency Service and the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority.

Finally, I extend sincere appreciation to the board of 
directors and to all our staff members, who work so 
hard to maintain the highest standards and provide an 
excellent service the whole community can be proud of.

Dr Peter Bastable

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
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DOCTOR Bert Sadleir can 
clearly remember CQ Rescue’s 
first mission on August 27, 
1996.

The helicopter was yet to be officially commissioned, 
and he and his colleagues were working out where to 
put the stretcher when the call came in.

A critically unwell woman with a ruptured ectopic 
pregnancy needed to be airlifted to hospital from 
Hayman Island - and her life depended on it.

Bert remembers quickly bolting the stretcher into the 
helicopter and jumping on board (in his civilian clothes) 
to fly to the rescue.

“That woman was critically unwell and was required to 
immediately go to surgery,” he said.

“It was the only way to get her off Hayman Island in 
time.

“The very first mission CQ Rescue did was a lifesaving 
mission.”

There have been almost 5000 more mercy missions 
since that day, and those involved with RACQ CQ 
Rescue have many memories of the past 15 years.

Bert can remember when a crewman fainted while he 
was putting a tube into an injured motorbike rider’s 
crushed chest on a remote cattle property. Chairman 
Dr Peter Bastable remembers a long, scary trip down a 
rickety Chinese ship ladder to assess a patient who had 
fallen from the same ladder.

Peter said RACQ CQ Rescue crews worked in some 
incredibly challenging and difficult environments.

“You have to take your hat off to those guys because it 
is not easy,” he said.

“You’re faced with making difficult assessments, 
actively resuscitating patients and then making 
decisions about whether to take patients to Mackay 
Base Hospital or to Townsville.

“Basically they’re doing what you would do in an 
intensive care department out on the side of the road, 
in the dark often, sometimes with multiple injured 
patients.”

Engineer Dave Jibson (fondly nicknamed Jibbo), has 
been with RACQ CQ Rescue since the start, and 
remembers the days when the ‘CQ RESQ’ team 
operated from two little demountable buildings that 
flooded whenever it rained.

“When we first started we had a single pilot who used 
to do a 24-hour shift,” he said.

“His bedroom was in the end of that hangar, right next 
to the ops room.

“If the phone went we had to carry all the gear out of 
those demountable buildings around the corner and 
into the small hangar, load up the aircraft and get it 
out the door.

“We’ve certainly had a lot of changes since then.

“I can’t speak highly enough of the community support 
that we get.”

Dave has many entertaining stories to tell about his 
time at CQ Rescue.

“We’ve certainly got a good crew with practical jokes,” 
he laughed.

“It seems to have dropped off a little bit with a bit 
more maturity among us but occasionally there’s the 
odd practical joke that keeps everyone on their toes 
and keeps morale up.

“I don’t think anyone’s short-sheeted anyone’s bed 
lately but that does happen from time to time.”

Most of RACQ CQ Rescue’s days have been happy, but 
others have been sad, including the day three of its 
crew members were killed when a Bell 407 helicopter 
crashed into the sea off Cape Hillsborough during a 
mission to Hamilton Island.

While this was the darkest day in RACQ CQ Rescue’s 
history, it resulted in state-wide changes that made 
aero-medical helicopters safer and the introduction of 
safer twin-engine IFR machines.

IN THE BEGINNING
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Important Information: To approved applicants only. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Switching offer subject to change without notice. Mackay Permanent Building Society Limited ABN 34 087 652 033

Switch your home loan to us in 2007 and we’lltransport you to Paradise.

Visit your local branch or call 07 4963 0600     www.mpbs.com.au

Mackay Permanent is a truly local building society. It has been granting home loans to the local community for over 50
years. Unlike many larger financial institutions which are run from their southern headquarters we have never lost the
personal touch. Although we’re a locally-based banking service we compete favourably - and often better - than our 
larger competitors when it comes to great rates and services. We invite you to put us to the test.
Contact us on 1800 805 219 or visit one of our branches to discuss switching your home loan to us. If you apply by 
28 February 2007 we will make a generous contribution towards the switching costs. What’s more, we’ll reward you and the family with a free visit to Reefworld on the Great Barrier Reef (subject to terms & conditions).

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2007

Saturday $1.50c plus freight if applicable (recommended price incl GST)

The Daily Mercury on the internet: www.dailymercury.com.au

AS emergency workers werebusy trying to save lives at thescene of a fatal accident on a busyhinterland highway, some moto-rists were too impatient to care.Efforts on Thursday evening totry and save 53-year-old Clermonttruck driver Dennis Parker, whodied 20km west of Nebo on the PeakDowns Highway, and otherstrapped in the carnage, were justtaking too long for them.
And when the time came to drivepast the sobering scene, it seemedto have little effect. 
Motorist Debbie Smith, who wasabout 10 cars back from the scene,said she was angry and saddenednot only by what she heard on hertwo-way radio, but also by peopledriving recklessly in their hurry toget home.

People were complaining andmaking sick jokes.
“There’s just too many impatientpeople out there – there’s a lot of

people who need to have more com-passion,” Mrs Smith said.“I heard comments like, ‘Whycan’t we get out of here?’, ‘Hasanyone got a beer?’ and ‘Why don’twe all take off at the same timebecause the chopper and ambu-lance are already here if anythinghappens’.”
Mrs Smith said she wasn’t theonly one sickened by the attitude.One driver angrily replied: “Whydon’t you have some thought for theguy who lost his life.”

On her way home to Mackay, MrsSmith said people were overtakingon double white lines and she wasalmost run off the road when merg-ing at the end of overtaking lanes.It’s this kind of impatience thathas Senior Constable Gavin Hill, ofNebo police, scratching his head. “I really don’t know what I haveto do as a police officer to get themessage across,” he said.
“Without a doubt, I have neverseen so much damage at an acci-

Too impatient 

ROAD CARNAGE: Clermont truck driver Dennis Parker, 53, died in this horror smash on the Peak Downs Highway,
20km west of Nebo, on Thursday.

Picture: Contributed.

Man dies but waiting
drivers could only

whinge about delay
By LYNNIS BONANNO
lynnis.bonanno@dailymercury.com.au

❏ To Page 5

There is still a locally owned and managed bank in MackayI’m Melissa Green, Owner-Manager at 132 Victoria Street,opposite Centrepoint Arcade, Mackay
To Talk about home or business loans or any other financial matter I might be able to help you with,please call me direct on 4967 4200 or0418 708 112 or visit my branch.

These products are issued by Bank of Queensalnd Limited ABN 32 009 656 740. Terms and conditions available from 
any Bank of Queensland branch. Fees and charges are payable. The Bank’s standard credit assessment criteria applies.
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INSIDE: Crikey! Could there be two crocodiles in the Gooseponds? — Story, pictures Page 7

RESIDENTS FUMING
OVER NEW BYPASS
PROPOSAL PAGE 6

TIPS ON
BEATING
THE FLU

“SHE’S my world.”
Those three words encap-sulate a mother’s love forher daughter; words whichnow carry even more mean-

ing for Lisa Cameron in
light of the nightmare shehas endured over the pastweek.

Last Wednesday Ms Ca-meron emerged from a
home at Eton to discover
her only child, five-year-old

Rosey, had been struck by afour-wheel drive while walk-ing a dog beside the PeakDowns Highway.
Rosey had sustained

massive head injuries anddoctors gave her little 

ROSEY, 5,
WINS HER
BATTLE
FOR LIFE

Rosey Cameron, 5, 
at a birthday party. 

PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

ByMARK BODE
mark.bode@dailymercury.com.au

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Little girl’s miraculous recovery after being hit by vehicle at Eton

www.dailymercury.com.au
Wednesday, April 9, 2008

$1.10

PAGE 3

....

The Daily Mercury on the internet: www.dailymercury.com.au

MON-FRI $1.10c plus freight if applicable (rec price incl GST)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2006

Riders hurt in
highway crashBy CAROLINE GRAHAMcaroline.graham@dailymercury.com.au

IT would have been a beautiful day fora Sunday ride.
But a morning trip with mates came toa terrible end for two Mackay motorbikeriders, who were left in a critical condi-tion after an accident near Ilbilbie.Last night, surgeons at Mackay BaseHospital were working to save one vic-tim’s left leg.

The men, both 51, were on their wayback to Mackay when they were involvedin a collision with a car towing a caravanat 11.15am.
Emergency services closed the BruceHighway for several hours while para-medics gave life-saving medical atten-tion to one man, who had serious facialinjuries and massive blood loss.‘‘The man had fractured his leg and thebone punctured an artery, causing life-threatening haemorrhaging,’’ Carmilaambulance station acting officer incharge Ross Vickers said.

Paramedics saved his life but fear theman may lose his leg.

The second rider also sustained seri-ous facial injuries, a broken right shoul-der and minor injuries to his lower legs.Although suffering concussion, theywere conscious and speaking when flownto Mackay Base Hospital by the RACQ-CQ Rescue helicopter yesterday after-noon.
The riders were travelling in a groupof about six and both were carryingfemale passengers at the time.One passenger was taken by ambu-lance to Sarina Base Hospital with minorcuts. The other escaped serious injury.The driver of the car and the other mo-torbike riders were uninjured.RACQ-CQ Rescue crewman JarrodHolmes said it was fortunate a police carhad been travelling on the same road andarrived on scene within minutes.The highway was closed for about anhour, causing major traffic delays in bothdirections. One lane was later opened toallow traffic to move through.Police have reminded motorists to beaware of all vehicles on the road.Last night they were unable to com-ment on the cause of the accident.

QUICK RESPONSE: Emergencyservices arrived quickly andclosed the highway to give life-saving medical attention to twomotorbike riders injured in an ac-cident near Ilbilbie.
RIGHT: The damage to the cara-van after a collision with twoHarley Davidsons.

Pictures: Contributed.
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Thursday, September 17,
2009

$1.10*

www.dailymercury.com.a
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Terms and Conditions: Credit Card Fee
s apply. HarveyWorld Travel Booking F

ee additional. Prices are correct as at 2
0 July 2009. Package prices are valid fo

r travel on selected dates between 25
Jul 09 – 24 Sep 09; 27 Sep 09 – 29 Oc

t 09; 8 Nov 09 – 29 Dec 09 as specified
, not available 24–25 Dec 09. Offer en

ds 24 December 2009 unless sold out
prior. Bookings must be made at least

7 days prior. Full payment is required f
or bookings made within 35 days of d

eparture. Other conditions apply. Pack
ages are non-refundable and non-tran

sferable.

Refer to Qantas Holidays General Book
ing Conditions.

GRAMMY AWARD
WINNER for
BEST MUSICAL

WINNER OF THE
TONY AWARD for
BEST MUSICAL

“PITCH PERFECT
SHOW!”
The Sunday Age

“JERSEY BOYS
is a winner!”

The Australian

BroadwaySmashHitMusical inMelbourne!

Packages
from

$19600
Locally owned and operated for 23 years

CALL NOW!
MACKAY 4967 3555

MT PLEASANT 4942 1444

BUSINESS TRAVEL 4967 1600

Including A Reserve Ticket
and

1 Night’s Accommodation

PP*

INSIDE: Tigers coming to tow
n next year to play NQ Cowb

oys in NRL trial — Sport

1 of 20
0 Kids

Energy
Sense

Packs.

See ins
ide for

entry f
orm.

y Sens
e Pack

s

Find Ergon

Energy Man

and P cks

gy Mgy
WINWIN

Terms & C
onditions

apply.

ELLE’S QUEST FOR
FASHION TV TITLE
MODEL COMP STORY, DETAILS
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KARINA and David Brya
n

experienced every paren
t’s

worst nightmare when th
eir

three-year-old son Jake

unexpectedly jumped off
the

back of their boat and ha
d

his leg ripped apart by a

propeller.
The boat was moored off

Goldsmith Island, more

than 50km out to sea nor
th

of Mackay.
Jake’s wound was so

severe only his father’s f
irm

hands were keeping the
leg

together.

But when they heard the

whirr of the RACQ-CQ

Rescue chopper above th
em

they knew everything

would be okay.
Yesterday, a month after

that horrendous Saturda
y

afternoon on August 15,
Mrs

Bryan visited the CQ Res
-

cue hanger to say thank
you

to her heroes. She pushe
d

Jake in a pram. His right
leg

was still heavily bandage
d

and there were four impr
es-

sive bolts sticking out of
his

shin.
Mrs Bryan wanted to

thank RACQ-CQ Rescue

publicly in the Daily Mer
cu-

ry and has written an op
en

letter expressing her gra
t-

itude.
In the letter she wrote:

“Although Jake has a lon
g

road to recovery I have

absolutely no doubt he w
ill

benefit positively from y
our

dedication, medical expe
r-

tise and overall outstand
ing

service. The RACQ-CQ

Rescue chopper is a pric
e-

less asset to this commu
nity

and our family will be fo
rev-

er grateful for this servic
e,”

she said.
The propeller cut throug

h

both the tibia and fibula

BOY, 3, NEARLY
LOST HIS LEG IN
BOAT PROPELLER

A shark bit me then I we
nt in the chopper with th

e army men who gave

me a teddy. — Jake Bryan, 3, recalls an horrific accident in which he was struck by a boat’s propeller

’

By SARAH CRAWFORD

sarah.crawford@dailymer
cury.com.au

Jake Bryan, 3, gives RAC
Q-CQ Rescue pilot Brend

on Barron a high five. Be
hind, from left, is

air crewman Mark Donov
an, Jake’s big brother Pa

ul, paramedic Dan Basha
m and Jake’s

mum Karina Bryan.
PHOTO: 160909/208 TONY

MARTIN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

’

GORDON ST MACKAY
PH: 4957 2227

www.bulletbikes.com.au

Yamaha
YZF-R1

1999, 1000cc,
super sports

NOW
$9,990
Yamaha
YZ426

2002 Dep pipe, rethal
bars, ex cond.

NOW
$5790

Kawasaki
ZX636

2003, immac, low kms

NOW
$10,990

GT250R
Factory warranty,
1500km, as new

$AVE $$$

NOW
$5990
Suzuki
RM250
2002 Pastrana

sticker kit, ex cond

NOW
$5490

OVER 50 USED BIKES TO CLEAR

84
K

N
05

5

12 MONTHS WARRANTIES AVAILABLE 

KTM 625
2006, as new,

save $$$

NOW
$9900FREE

Accessories
with every bike

purchase

Easy In-store 
Finance

Same Day
Approval

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2006

Mon-Fri $1.10c plus freight if applicable (recommended price incl GST)

The Daily Mercury on the internet: www.dailymercury.com.au

TWO fishermen yesterday told

of their terrifying ordeal after be-

ing swept out to sea when their

boat capsized in a treacherous

current near Long Island.

“We weren’t going down that

way,” one of them said.

The men, who were wearing li-

fejackets and had an EPIRB, were

swept north along the length of

the island in a strong current for

almost two hours after their 14-

foot tinny capsized about midday.

Gary Higgins, 44, and Damian

Barrett, 28, were fishing north of

Stanage Bay, about 150 km south

of Mackay, when they ran into

trouble.
“We anchored up and then

when the anchor grabbed the bot-

tom it just pulled the side of the

boat down and we were

swamped,” Mr Higgins said.

“We had enough time to get the

lifejackets and the EPIRB — that

was all we got.
“The last time I looked back

just the nose of the boat was stick-

ing out (of the water). Then the

current grabbed us.”

After what seemed an eternity,

a lull in the current allowed the

fishermen, from Gladstone, to

swim to a rocky shore near Quail

Island.
An aircraft flying overhead

alerted RACQ-CQ Rescue after

picking up the distress signal

from the EPIRB Mr Barrett held

as he swam. 
Rescue crew members Warren

Rittson, Perry Elliott and Darren

Bobin were dispatched and were

prepared to winch the men to sa-

fety from the ocean.

“We didn’t know if they were

still in the water or if they had

made it to land,” Mr Bobin said.

“Basically, we went to a loca-

tion where the aircraft got the sig-

nal initially and we found the two

men standing on the island by

themselves with their life vests.”

The rescue chopper was able to

land on the island and airlifted

the exhausted, thirsty and sun-

burned men to Mackay Airport

where they relived their ordeal.

“It was frightening, but it could

have been a lot worse,” Mr Hig-

gins said.
“It was a huge feeling of relief

when we saw the rescue chopper.” 

Mr Barrett said the pair had

worried no-one would pick up

their distress signal.

“All that was going through our

heads was that we had to get to

shore,” he said.

“I just said to Gary that we we-

ren’t going down that way.”

Mr Bobin said the chopper

crew found the men in shock, but

happy to see their rescuers. 

“They were just grateful they

had EPIRB and life vests,” he

said.
“They would have been

dragged out to sea further if they

didn’t have them,” he said.

RESCUED: Gary Higgins, left, arrives at the RACQ-CQ Rescue hangar in Mackay

yesterday with crewman Darren Bobin. Picture: TONY MARTIN. 191006/218

By JENNA WINDLE
jenna.windle@dailymercury.com.au 

Desperate swim
to survive

PLUNGE: A prime mover b
alances on a bridge with

its cab submerged in the
creek below after a cras

h involving two cars nea
r Kuttabul at 4.15pm yes

terday. PHOTO: PETER HOLT 2103
11/291

WRECKED RIGS
Two prime movers were inv

olved in separate highway

crashes within 15 minutes ye
sterday. STORY, PHOTOS P

4-5

INSET: The scene of a th
ree-vehicle crash on the

Peak Downs Highway at
4.30pm yesterday, in wh

ich three people were inj
ured.

PHOTO: TONY MARTIN 210
311/325

Tuesday, March 22, 2011
$1.10*

www.dailymercury.com.a
uINSIDE: Check out how you c
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ur Bushman’s Bread giveawa

y - Page 2

SHOT IN THE GUTS: ATTEMPTE
D MURDER TRIAL BEGINS P3

WINWIN
A BRAND NEW
NISSAN MICRA

Monday, September 6, 20
10

$1.10*

www.dailymercury.com.a
u

Does not include gift packs or promotional items.

Spend $65 on Dr Lewinns

products in store and receive a

bonus gift.

Ultra R4 –To firm and plump your skin

Line Smoothing Complex – To

smooth fine lines and wrinkles
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LIMITED STOCK. LIMITED TIME. ONE GIFT PER TRANSACTION. MEMBERS SAVE 20% OFF PRICE.

Dr Lewinns – Our Gift to You!

INSIDE:Mackay Cutters one g
ame away from grand final af

ter surprising Sunshine Coast
– SPORT

GRAB YOUR ENTRY FORM PAG
E 15

AWOLLONGONG moth
er

and her newborn daught
er

are in Townsville hospita
l

after the baby was delive
red

14 weeks prematurely du
r-

ing a RACQ-CQ Rescue

helicopter flight from Ha
-

milton Island to Mackay.

The chopper was just fiv
e

minutes from landing an
d

flying over Mt Blackwoo
d,

north of Mackay, when

flight paramedic Mel Ber
nas

delivered the baby with t
he

help of air crewman Dar
ren

Bobbin.
The birth was the first in

a RACQ-CQ Rescue hel-

icopter in the service’s 1
4

years of operation in the

Mackay region.

The rescue helicopter wa
s

tasked to Hamilton Islan
d

about 5.15am on Saturda
y to

pick up a woman who wa
s

26 weeks pregnant and

experiencing labour pain
s,

RACQ-CQ Rescue helico
p-

ter general manager Phi
l

Dowler said.
It is believed the Wol-

longong couple was mar
ried

on Friday at Hamilton Is
-

land.
“We picked the woman

up, with her husband, fro
m

Hamilton Island and at

7.09am, just 14 minutes in
to

the flight, when we were

about five minutes from

Mackay airport, she gave

birth,” Mr Dowler said.

MIRACLE BIRTH
IN HELICOPTER

Mackay paramedic Mel B
ernas delivered a baby g

irl who was 14 weeks pre
mature in the back of th

e RACQ-CQ Rescue hel-

icopter during a flight to
Mackay at the weekend.

PHOTO: PETER HOLT 0509
10/268

By CAIT BESTER

cait.bester@dailymercury
.com.au

CQ Rescue crew
delivers premature
baby mid-flight

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Monday, April 14, 2008
$1.10

www.dailymercury.com.au

Pot Hole Pack Special. Limited time only.

CITY Cnr Victoria & Peel Sts PH: 4953 1822 | PAGET 19A Connors Rd PH: 4952 1822 | SARINA 74 Broad St PH: 4956 1270

CALL INTO YOUR NEAREST MENG TYRE SALES TODAY!  www.mengtyres.com.auPOT HOLE PACK 
Passenger Vehicle - $69 save $30 |4WD Vehicle $79 save $40

Help your community and take part in responsible motoring Responsible motoring starts with tyres 
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Did you know that everytime you hit a pot hole, you put stress on your vehicle that can affect 

steering, balance and alignment? The telltale signs may be a shudder or vibration through the 

steering wheel or your vehicle veering to the left or right. If you wish to know whether your 

car is correctly aligned see the specialists today - at Meng Tyre Sales

INSIDE: Cutters snare first Queensland Cup win with thrilling victory over Redcliffe, Back Page

DOCTORS’ CHIEF SAYS

‘SHOW UP OR LOSE OUT’

FORUM: DAY
TO GO

FORUM: DAY
TO GO

STORY AND DETAILS ON BASE HOSPITAL EVENT, PAGE 7

11

FIVE BOATIES
SPEND FOUR
HOURS AT SEA
CLINGING TO
AN ESKY Stuart Stevens: ‘Having the EPIRB on board saved our lives’.

PHOTO: TONY MARTIN 130408/274

Bianca Clare reports

on their miraculous

survival story. Page 5

Monday, February 9, 200
9

$1.10*

www.dailymercury.com.a
u

P7
EXCLUSIVE: NEW HOSPITAL MAST

ERPLAN RELEASED
EXCLUSIVE: NEW HOSPITAL MAST

ERPLAN RELEASED

141 Shakespeare St, Mackay

QUALITY STEEL

RADIALS AT

UNBELIEVABLE

PRICES

Limited Stock
175/70R13

$65
185R14LT

$80
215/60R16

$115
235/45R17

$130

Renovations
Underway!!!
With the renovations underway

on our exciting new show

room please use Keats St

off Shakespeare St for our
temporary office.

22
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11
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WHILE STOCKS LAST!!
PIRELLI ATR 4WD
245/75R16

265/70R17

MASSIVE SAVINGS

ASK US ABOUT
OTHER 4WD SIZES

$300
$350

$225
$250

Tyres ph 4957 5075 Trailers ph 4953 0320 Mechanical ph 4953 4006

BEAT THE PRICE RISE!!! 4WD TYRE SALE

FIVE KILLED IN
FIERY SMASH

YOUR LAST WEEK TO WIN A V
RX LANCER SPORTBACK – STO

RY PAGE 2

SPECIAL COVERAGE OF THE FIR
E TRAGEDY IN VICTORIA, PAGE

11

The site of the fiery cras
h in which five people di

ed yesterday. The smould
ering wreckage of the ca

mpervan and car lie just
off the Bruce Highway. M

arks to the right indicate
where they

left the road.

PHOTO: RACQ-CQ RESCUE

Five people were killed yesterd
ay afternoon near St Lawrence

, south of Mackay,

after a horrific crash involving t
wo vehicles. One woman surv

ived. Story, Page 5
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Fourways Plaza, Nebo Rd.City Heart, Sydney St.Terminus Business Park, Paget � ��� ���� ����

Limited Stock. Limited Time. No further discount.Not available at Terminus.

CLEARANCE
$39.95
were up to $113.00

HOMY PED

WHILE STOCKS LAST!

INSIDE: Rio Tinto declares an ‘act of God’ on coal sales contracts from its mines — Page 7

ABOVE: Coal haul trucks stand idle, surrounded by water at Wesfarmers’ Curragh
Mine, 14km north-west of Blackwater. RIGHT: The rail line that supplies coal to the
port of Gladstone is cut by floodwaters about 20km west of Blackwater.

PHOTOS: 291210/167; 291210/114

Theodore has been hardest hit by the Central Queensland flood crisis. Yesterday most of the town, including its sports fields, front, was under water. PHOTOS: DARYL WRIGHT 291210/479

DISASTER ZONEDISASTER ZONE
Themonsoonal wet is creating havoc for our coal mines and rail networkbut the problems are much worse in towns like Theodore, above, whichhave been swamped by an inland sea. The Daily Mercury sent a reporterand photographer on a chopper yesterday to survey the damage beingcaused by the flood crisis in Central Queensland. STORIES, PHOTOS P4-5

Rough weather hampers widespread search off coast

FISHERMAN, 79,
MISSING AT SEA

pered by bad weather.
Rough seas had pre-vented boats from joiningyesterday’s search andpoor visibility and rainsqualls had made it diffi-cult for aircraft, he said.However, police had notgiven up hope and anoth-er search would resumeat first light this morning,

he said.
“We’re always hopeful,”Snr Const MacMillan said.“We’ve found no evi-dence of him or his vesselat this stage, which isvery unusual.
“We’re still hopefulwe’ll find something.”
A RACQ-CQ Rescue crewspent Saturday afternoon

searching around Prud-hoe Island, Sarina Inletand the Beverley group ofislands for the man, whois believed to have a
known heart condition.They were later joinedby a fixed-wing Dornieraircraft from Cairns.
Volunteer Marine Res-cue crews also joined the

search on Saturday andwere on standby yester-day, but not called upondue to the rough weather,a spokesman said.
Saturday’s search wascalled off at about 7pm,when it got dark, butresumed early yesterdaymorning.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

his 5.2 metre vessel.
A police spokesmansaid he “checked in” onThursday night but failedto return on Friday andhad not been seen since.Whitsunday Water Pol-ice Senior Constable NeilMacMillan said the

search, which began onSaturday, had been ham-

FIVE aircraft will thismorning resume the
search for a 79-year-oldSouth Mackay man whofailed to return from afishing trip to PrudhoeIsland on Friday.
The man left the Sarinaboat ramp on Thursdayaround 8.30am for anovernight fishing trip in

Monday, March 28, 2011
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AFS members save 20% on Pretty Hot
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Pretty Hot
Too hot to handle, Elizabeth Arden’sPretty Hot is a fragrance of unmistakablesexy confidence.

INSIDE: Injury time goal helps Daily Mercury Whitsunday Miners snatch late draw — Page 30

CUTTERS CLIP SEA
EAGLES WINGS IN
Q-CUP COMP - P26

TWO-YEAR WAIT
FOR CATARACT
SURGERY - P7

Your money won’t headsouth with us!
Mackay Permanent is a truly local building society. It has been providing banking
services to the local community for over 50 years. Unlike many larger financial
institutions which are run from their southern headquarters we have never lostthe personal touch. In fact our loyal staff and customers frequently know each
other by their first names.
Although we’re a locally-based banking service we compete favourably - andoften better - than our larger southern-based competitors when it comes togreat rates and services. What’s more the money you deposit with usstays within the community - it goes back into products and services for the benefit of our loyal, local customers.

For a truly local banking
experience contact us on1800 805 219 or visit one ofour branches to discuss your

banking needs.

Mackay Permanent’s head office at 73 Victoria Street, Mackay.
ABN 34 087 652 033
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2006

Mon-Fri $1.10c plus freight if applicable (recommended price incl GST)

The Daily Mercury on the internet: www.dailymercury.com.au

A CHRISTMAS fishing tripturned into a life-threateningordeal for four men when their boatcapsized early yesterday in a severestorm 157km offshore fromMackay.
The four men roped themselvesto the bottom of the boat and heldon for three-and-a-half hours afterit capsized about 4.30am. The waves crashed over themuntil the RACQ-CQ Rescue helicop-ter arrived at the scene to winchthem to safety. 

Sarina men Joseph Lehner, 42,his father Nick Lehner, 63, and histwo cousins, brothers Peter Milo-sevich, 44, and Andy Milosevich,42, of Brisbane, headed out to Kin-damar Reef on Christmas Day for athree-day fishing trip.

Four fishermen survive
by clinging to a capsized

boat and telling jokes

TALE OF TERROR: A three-day fishing trip for Nick Lehner, Andy Milosevich, Peter Milosevich and Joe Lehner turned into a terrifying three-hour ordeal in the

water when their boat capsized near Kindamar Reef early yesterday.
Picture: TONY MARTIN. 281206/295

By SARAH CRAWFORDsarah.crawford@dailymercury.com.au

❏ To Page 3

A glance at our past



The twelve months between 
July 2010 and June 2011 were the 
busiest RACQ CQ RESCUE has 
ever recorded with the crew 
clocking up 835 flying hours. 

To put that into perspective, five years ago the average 
number of flying hours per annum was 450 and while 
the figures have not quite doubled, there has been a 
significant increase.

January and February this year were by far the busiest 
months with up to 46 missions carried out. January 
involved one helicopter and rescue crew from RACQ 
CQ RESCUE in Mackay deploying to Brisbane in the 
aftermath of the floods and another crew was sent 
to Townsville in February after Tropical Cyclone Yasi 
wreaked havoc in the north.

The slowest month for the crew was May this year 
when they were tasked to only 23 missions during 
the month. Over the twelve month period, the crew 
averaged 35.9 missions per month in the year ended 
June 2011.

A total of 43 patients were airlifted as a result of 
vehicle accidents including motor bikes, cars, trucks 
and bicycles; 36 properties were visited during the 
year – 11 of these were due to injuries caused by horses 
and cattle, 5 were due to quad bike accidents and the 
remaining missions for a number of medical reasons. 

The Whitsunday Island Resorts were the destination 
for the RACQ CQ RESCUE helicopter on 75 occasions 
however the helicopter rescue crew flew to the Bowen 
Basin more regularly with almost half of the overall 
missions to various areas within the Bowen Basin.

Thirty-six (36) patients were transferred to larger 
hospitals from outlying regions due to cardiac-related 
illnesses and 20 missions included transferring 
patients to Townsville for specialised medical care.

Of the total 835 hours flown by the crew, 
approximately 61 were spent searching for people 
missing at sea or in bushland and 341,591 litres of fuel 
was used to fly RACQ CQ RESCUE’s Bell 412 helicopter 
for 835 hours.

In July 2011, the crew flew 40 missions so already the 
2011/12 financial year is shaping up to be yet another 
busy twelve months. 

With almost 5,000 missions to its credit and the 
countless lives that have been saved due to the rescue 
helicopter, it tends to make you wonder how this 
region ever managed before the service commenced 
in 1996.

What a year it’s been…
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EXCLUSIVE: NEW HOSPITAL MAST

ERPLAN RELEASED
EXCLUSIVE: NEW HOSPITAL MAST

ERPLAN RELEASED

141 Shakespeare St, Mackay

QUALITY STEEL

RADIALS AT

UNBELIEVABLE

PRICES

Limited Stock
175/70R13

$65
185R14LT

$80
215/60R16

$115
235/45R17

$130

Renovations
Underway!!!
With the renovations underway

on our exciting new show

room please use Keats St

off Shakespeare St for our
temporary office.
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WHILE STOCKS LAST!!
PIRELLI ATR 4WD
245/75R16

265/70R17

MASSIVE SAVINGS

ASK US ABOUT
OTHER 4WD SIZES

$300
$350

$225
$250

Tyres ph 4957 5075 Trailers ph 4953 0320 Mechanical ph 4953 4006

BEAT THE PRICE RISE!!! 4WD TYRE SALE
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We have owned a cattle property in the Nebo District 
for the past 20 years and have happily made a small 
donation each year to your service, glad to have it in 
the sky but hoping to never have to call upon its help.

Well, as luck would have it (or should we say bad 
luck), our daughter was helping a friend on a cattle 
property in the Moranbah District do some fencing. 
Unfortunately, her arm became entangled in some wire 
which was dragged under a wheel and damaged her 
forearm.

She was taken to Dysart Hospital and received 
fantastic support however the doctors deemed it 
necessary she see an Orthopaedic surgeon. The 
nearest facility was Mackay Base Hospital and your 
chopper was called to transfer her. It was late at night 
on a Sunday.

Thank you for providing this marvellous service you 
give to people like us in the bush. It is always greatly 
appreciated especially when the time comes to call 
upon you. Keep up the good work.

John & Rosalie Cox 
Glensfield Station 

On 14th February this year I was fencing on a four-
wheeler at my property near Collinsville when my life 
as I knew it was instantly changed.

As a result of the wet weather and remnants of 
Cyclone Yasi a tree had fallen across a road on the 
property. The four-wheeler I was riding struck the tree 
and I sustained spinal injuries in the accident.

I was in a great deal of pain as I lay on the ground 
waiting for help to arrive. The ground was so wet the 
only way out of there was in the rescue helicopter so 
when I heard the sound of the helicopter I had such a 
feeling of relief. I just wanted to get to hospital.

The doctor and ambulance officer were able to give me 
some pain relief which was a huge help. It’s been a few 
months now since the accident and I still have a way to 
go with my recovery but I’d hate to think what might 
have happened if not for CQ RESCUE.  

I am extremely grateful to them.

Warrick Smyth 
Cerito Station

In 2002 and 2004 I was involved with the Australian 
Open Garden Scheme. The scheme is a not for profit 
organisation dedicated to funding community 
gardening projects throughout Australia. Income is 
derived from the entry fee and part of the garden-
holders’ entry fee is donated to charities at the 
Garden-owner’s discretion. 

CQ Rescue was my designated charity and I donated 
proceeds from both open gardens to them. It seemed 
every week CQ Rescue were involved in a rescue or 
emergency of some kind in the Whitsundays and back 
then their motto was “YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN 
YOU’LL NEED US”.

On 2nd March this year I had an unfortunate accident, 
coming off my pushbike and smashing my pelvis 
during a training ride. Fortunately I was not alone, 
as I was knocked unconscious and do not have any 
recollection of the events as they took place. Through 
my family and friends I have learned of my fantastic 
treatment and care shown by the medical staff on 
board the CQ chopper. Had they not been available a 
trip by road in an Ambulance to Mackay could have 
been a very uncomfortable experience.

Although I do not remember my flight or the wonderful 
team who cared for me on my way to Mackay I will 
remember one thing - the motto from many years ago: 
“YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU’LL NEED US” - and I 
did! THANK YOU!

Janelle Eastwood 
Whitsundays

TESTIMONIALS
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A few weeks ago, my baby Alexander became 
quite ill after a weekend trip to Sydney. After 
several days of becoming gradually worse, the 
doctor advised us that he would have to be 
flown out to be admitted to the Paediatric unit 
of the Mackay Base Hospital.  

The CQ rescue helicopter was used as our 
emergency transport from Clermont to Mackay. 
This made the normally 3 ½ hour trip a very fast 
45 minutes and was made much less stressful  
knowing that he was receiving the best medical 
care possible en route. 

The team that were accompanying us on the 
chopper were compassionate in both the care of 
my baby and myself and I am truly indebted to 
these people who went out of their way to make 
us at ease during this highly stressful time. 

I would like to extend a very big thank you to 
the CQ rescue team and their ongoing efforts 
to ensure quality care for all of their patients. 
It is comforting to know that even in rural and 
remote areas we are able to receive such high 
quality critical care assistance. 

Sam, Jane and Alexander Barton  
Huntley Station



How you can help us!
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This year operational costs for RACQ CQ 

RESCUE will exceed $5 million. Two million 

dollars is provided by the State Government 

which means more than $3 million is 

fundraised by the service annually.

This support comes to RACQ CQ RESCUE in a number 
of ways. Such as:

Sponsorships

Major sponsorship of RACQ CQ RESCUE allows 
companies to have their logo added to the helicopter. 
This involves two logos, one on each side of the 
helicopter for maximum exposure. We also offer 
the opportunity for cross-promotion which enables 
sponsors’ employees to be involved with RACQ 
CQ RESCUE and permission to add our helicopter 
rescue service to your website as a recipient of your 
company’s support. Contact Leonie Hansen at RACQ 
CQ RESCUE on 4998 5232 or 0427 578 182 for more 
information. 

Rescue 100 Club

Currently we have approximately 140 Rescue 100 
Club members who donate $1,000 each year to 
RACQ CQ RESCUE. This amount is tax deductible for 
organisations and individuals and members are invited 
to sponsored events each quarter which allows them 
to meet other supporters and network with other 
businesses. Call Leonie on 4998 5232 for more details.

Payroll contributions 

This is another way in which people can help RACQ 
CQ RESCUE. By making a donation from as little as $2 
per week, contributors are helping to keep the rescue 
helicopter in the air without them having to make a 
lump sum payment each year. Simply ask your payroll 
officer about making a donation through payroll 
deductions or call RACQ CQ RESCUE on (07) 4998 5232 
for more information.

Matched giving 

To encourage employees to take part in payroll 
contributions, some companies choose to match 
donations made by staff. Employees are often eager to 
donate to the helicopter rescue service through payroll 
deductions when they know their employer will match 
their contributions.

Donations 

One major appeal is held each year by RACQ CQ 
RESCUE. This appeal is generally held in September 
however donations can be made at any time of the 
year by cash, cheque, credit card or debit card. Credit 
cards payments can be made by phoning the RACQ 
CQ RESCUE office on (07) 4998 5232. Pay Pal and 
donation forms are available at www.cqrescue.com.au.

Bequests 

The thought of knowing that you, through bequeathing 
funds in your Will to RACQ CQ RESCUE may help to 
save lives after you are no longer with us is a comforting 
thought to a lot of people. RACQ - CQ RESCUE is 
an organisation which people are happy to assist 
financially if they are able. Unfortunately for some, 
this opportunity may only arise after they are gone. For 
more information about bequests, please call Phillip 
Dowler at RACQ CQ RESCUE on (07) 4998 5232, ask your 
solicitor or visit our website www.cqrescue.com.au

Fundraising Events 

Are you the type of person who likes to get busy 
organising functions? Perhaps you would like to 
organise an event in support of RACQ CQ RESCUE. 

Fundraising events are a great way to raise funds for 
RACQ CQ RESCUE. If you are planning a fundraising 
event, please consider RACQ CQ RESCUE as a recipient 
of your fundraising efforts. Call RACQ CQ RESCUE on 
4998 5232 to share your ideas.

Merchandise 

RACQ CQ RESCUE branded items currently available 
include polo shirts, pens, keyrings, stubby coolers, 
water bottles, caps and golf balls. For a full range of 
items for purchase please contact RACQ CQ RESCUE 
on 4998 5232.

CQ RESCUE Testing Services

CQ Rescue testing services offers drug and alcohol 
testing by accredited testers at RACQ CQ RESCUE or 
testers will go to individual businesses as requested. 
The service offers urine and saliva screening and 
alcohol breath testing. 

All profits from CQ Rescue Testing Services are donated 
back to the helicopter rescue service. For more information, 
call 4998 5232 or email testing@cqrescue.com.au.




